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July 31st 2009

Waste Policy Task Force

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts

GPO Box 787

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Sir/Madam,

WMAA National Waste Educators Division Submission on the Draft National Waste Policy Framework Discussion Paper

The National Waste Educators Division (NWED) was formed in 2004 and currently represents approximately four hundred waste educators working in State and local governments, not-for-profit organisations and the private sector across Australia. 

The primary objectives of NWED include:

· Providing knowledge, information and networking opportunities for waste educators

· Recognising and helping to meet the professional development needs of waste educators

· Raising the profile of waste educators across Australia as agents of change

· Raising the profile of waste education as a profession

· Working towards the inclusion of waste education into commonwealth state/territory strategic plans and policies

Achievements

NWED links directly to waste educators working groups established in New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and the ACT and is able to influence policy decisions at all levels. Collectively, these groups have achieved significant milestones in the arena of waste education.  Some examples include: 

· The development and adoption of the Preferred Practice Guidelines for Waste and Resource Recovery Education
· The development OHS Guidelines for Waste Educators 

· Completion of a National survey determining the qualifications and needs of waste and resource recovery educators

· Providing leadership in coordinating the inclusion of waste education content at major conferences e.g Enviro 2010 

· WMAA is the lead agency coordinating the development of a National Approach to the Professional Development of Environmental Educators.  The NWED is co-leader of this project .

The NWED welcomes the development of the National Waste Policy and acknowledges its importance as a major step towards achieving Australia’s waste minimisation and management objectives, as described in the National Strategy of the Ecological Sustainable Development (1992). 

At its annual meeting (convened in July 2009), the NWED committee reviewed the Draft National Waste Policy Framework (the framework) and wishes to make the following comments:

1. NWED supports the Key Principles outlined in the framework.  However, in order to achieve the objectives and outcomes of the framework, education needs to be considered at the forefront of all strategic planning and policy decision-making.  Waste education will play a pivotal role in achieving the objectives and needs to underpin all activities aimed at minimising waste and increasing resource recovery.

2. Whilst the provision of information and ‘awareness raising’ is an important component of the overall behaviour change process, coordinated and properly resourced waste education projects/programs that utilise recognised principles and tools/techniques of behaviour change are pivotal to achieving lasting change.

3. There is a rapid emergence of ‘green collar’ workers.  Many practitioners in this sector are highly skilled waste and environmental educators, have a sound understanding of the process of behaviour change and are experienced in the planning, implementation and evaluation of coordinated behaviour change projects across all sectors. 

4. Support for ongoing training and professional development of people, currently working within this sector and those entering in the future, is critical for securing a sustainable environment in Australia and for achieving the objectives of the framework. 

Therefore, we recommend the following additional principle be included in the framework:

Education and training, integrated across all sectors of the waste industry, are critical for achieving lasting and effective behaviour change in minimising waste and increasing resource recovery

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input into the framework discussion paper and look forward to the release of the draft National Waste Policy.

Yours faithfully

David D’Arcy-Burke

Chair, National Waste Educators Division

Waste Management Association of Australia
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