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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document. The framework provides a solid start to addressing this most important problem. I hope that it will not be a waste of time, nor a wasted opportunity. Let’s hope that this time we will see some real action resulting in a real reduction in waste.

Voluntary action by businesses and governments has not worked to reduce the amount of material being sent to land-fill. Therefore strong regulation is now needed.

We need to treat waste as a resource not a problem, by pricing the full life-cycle costs to society and the environment into all items. We also need to support recycling to make it cost-efficient to collect, return and process.

The vision

The framework’s vision is weak in many ways, with a simple aim to ‘reduce the amount of waste’. It would be better to aim high here. We need to aim for ‘zero waste’ as the only realistic way to live sustainably in our finite world.

A story about the risks to wildlife

Over the last four months I have collected 42 blue plastic, non-breakable drink bottle rings from a single bower bird’s bower in my garden. I have also seen a bower bird die of starvation with one of these rings lodged through its beak and over the back of its neck.

These are just the blue rings; this is just one bower; one bird species; in one garden; in one neighbourhood. Think of all the other bower birds, and all the other species of Australian fauna.

And this is so easy to fix. Environmental groups have been advising governments of the solutions for many years. 

A story about my local Council

Every year, my local Council collects large-sized rubbish from outside every residence. This is a great opportunity for recycling. We all know of the people who go around picking up items of interest that have been discarded by someone else.

However, I had always assumed the remaining ‘stuff’ – often good quality furniture, timber, metal, green-waste – was transported to the Council’s shop at the local tip for sale or separated for recycling. 

Then I saw the truck that came around and crushed everything before dumping it – a huge volume of material, most of which could have been re-used.

Some obvious solutions

There are very many approaches which have been recommended over the years and need to simply be put into practice. For example:

· Recognition of our international responsibilitess in light of recent reports of the large volumes of waste that have accumulated in international waters

· Introduce substantial container deposits nationally

· Extended producer responsibility – implement it, don’t just talk about it

· Costing-in the environmental impact of packaging and item on all items, with an emphasis on the long-term environmental cost of non-degradable materials

· Provide financial support and incentives to the recycling industry

· Banning single-use plastic bags nation-wide

· Caring for wildlife by ensuring that dangerous items, such as non-breakable packaging plastic rings, are illegal – it should be easy enough to manufacture these items with an in-built break-point:-

· Rings attached to jar and bottle lids

· Six-pack rings

· Packaging straps

· Much greater support for research and development on degradable/recyclable materials, such as:-

· Packaging

· Building materials

· Requiring all local governments to:

· provide facilities for the disposal of toxic waste, such as asbestos, electronics, pesticides

· provide rangers for policing littering laws and greatly increase fines

· provide staff for picking up litter 

· all coastal local governments to install gross litter traps on all stormwater outlets, and to regularaly service them

· provide centralised composting facilities for food waste

Setting priorities

The emphasis of the policy should remain on the beginning of the waste cycle, to reduce the amount of waste products created through pricing signals, producer responsibility, and recyclable materials. The development of energy sources from waste should be a last resort only.

However, the strategy’s ‘pursuing sustainability’ section concentrates almost entirely on the end use of organic waste, with little mention of reducing material entering the waste stream. This section is very weak in providing a route towards sustainability and reducing or avoiding waste. It simply aims for the community and business having a ‘better understanding, … data and tools to facilitate action’. We need much more regulatory action to make sustainability happen!

Jill Merrin

31st July 2009

PAGE  
2

