Submission :
National Waste Policies




Demonstration of a no waste strategy

Encouragement of "no waste" demonstrations 


It is one thing to talk of a "national waste strategy" but a more pro-active policy would be the encouragement of a series of total "no waste" community demonstrations as a first step to an appropriate national NO waste policy.

Guidelines:
1.
Optimise the inputs including packaging 




to reduce the potential for waste generation.





Example: No plastic bags 






Only single wrapper containers




2.
Strive for no physical waste exports and use 




that strategy as an incentive to review the net




flow of materials in, through and out of the





community of interest.





Example: No acceptance or disposal of aluminium 






ring pull cans.




3.
Examine the embedded energy balance to see




if energy can be extracted from the inputs for




practical application within the community, and




minimal embedded energy is lost through waste




disposal. 
  





Example:
Plastic garden pots are chipped 
                 



and remoulded in solar ovens 






to reuse the materials.






4.
All seed materials from any source are germinated



so the potential for conversion of food waste nutrients




into a productive crop is encouraged.





Example:
Tomato seeds are planted in a compost mix






not themselves composted so the resulting







carbon dioxide conversion plus new crop







are of net benefit to the community. 
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5.
Encourage a 4 L approach, be lean, local, logical & liked





to all input sourcing, processing and exports for maximum




community benefit and minimal waste impact.





Example:
Only get quantities to meet immediate needs







from local sources wherever possible,






that require minimum embedded energy 






for preparation and that users like so the






item is not discarded. A simple demonstration 





is to only eat in-season locally grown fruit,







that you like. (Disregard, imported, out-of-season






fruit varieties that you may not like).




6.
Separate waste into many different streams at source 



using a number of appropriate bins or other containers, 



instead of just 2 bins, for




(1) 
for household waste and 





(2) 
recycled waste with 





(3) 
HHW (hazardous household waste) like oils





and e-waste) being reserved for special pickups.





Example:
A number of households might share 






8 or more bins at the same close location







for separation at source to reduce costs, 






simplify the recycling process






and educate the users.




7.
Pay the community for separated waste awareness




when the end result is the low cost capture of embedded




energy and the virtual elimination of waste to landfill.





Example:
The 8 or more bin separation services may be






collected by 8 or more waste type-specific






"waste" collection services, with each using







an appropriate, yet different cost recovery profit

 





model.




8.
Develop an informed 'no waste' micro economy 





where participants learn to negotiate, 'trade' between 




competing interests and time 
shift to achieve "no waste" 



goals.





Example:
Design is used to make it possible to fix things

 





easily. Saving everything is to be encouraged







even if the item no longer works, until a time 





when it can be used.
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