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This submission focuses on the newspaper and magazine publishing industry sector and PNEB achievements to highlight how key themes could be tackled.  They are provided as examples and no doubt other mechanisms can also produce worthwhile results.

Who is PNEB? 

The Publishers National Environment Bureau, (PNEB) is the newspaper and magazine publishing industry body established voluntarily by our industry.  PNEB is acknowledged by Government in that its Sustainability Plan has EPHC endorsement.   Through the unique collaboration of its members the PNEB ensured Australia leads the world in publisher environmental responsibility, with industry members exceeding newspaper and magazine recycling targets in each year of our operation.  

PNEB is a not for profit organisation entirely funded by our industry members and we have remained unfunded by Government since our inception.  PNEB collaborates with Norske Skog, (Australia’s major newsprint manufacturer), academia and consultants in co-funding a range of research projects and various environmental studies.

The seven themes proposed in the Framework appear to have captured the necessary requirements to advance the country’s management of residual materials.  I deliberately avoid the word “waste”.  Whilst supporting the proposed National Waste Policy proposal there has to be a radical shift in mind-set so that we consider the activity as one of “resource recovery” not “waste management / treatment / disposal.

Taking responsibility

Whilst a regulatory process has its place and is necessary in some situations it is proven that industry sectors can take responsibility for their own material.  Such collaboration should be encouraged and the benefits promoted.  Benefits (financial generally because that’s what drives business) can flow on from actions where the producers are in control of their own outcomes determined within the bounds of the National agenda.  

When the PNEB was formed in 1991, the collaboration was a world-first.  Today, this collaboration means that Australia leads the world in publisher environmental responsibility, with industry members exceeding newspaper and magazine recycling targets in each year of our operation.  It has also placed the newspaper and magazine publishing industry at the forefront of environmental responsibility.  

When the publishers decided to take responsibility for managing their own unsold copies, end of paper rolls, over-runs, etc newspaper recycling in Australia stood at 28%.  It is now almost 80%; a clear indication that the commitment given by the industry sector to manage its own resources has been achievable and assists State Governments in progression towards reducing waste to landfill. 

Improving the market and Facilitating investment

The environmental commitment of PNEB member firms was first evidenced by News Limited’s decision to invest in a world-class de-inking plant to recycle recovered old newspapers.  The initial investment was a staggering $135million.

For the publishers, having de-inked fibre from recovered newspapers and magazines in their newsprint was a leap of faith as the paper was of an unknown quality.  But it made environmental sense.

To underwrite the viability of newspaper recycling, publishers agreed to long term contracts for newsprint containing recycled fibre and created a guaranteed flow of recovered newspapers by;

1. The newsprint manufacturer setting up a company called Kerbside Papers to stand in the market at fixed prices and offer long-term contracts to Local Councils and collectors for recovered newspaper

2. PNEB creating an Interim Support Fund with publishers contributing $6million prior to the commissioning of the de-inking plant to support initiatives that expanded and underpinned the recovery and re-use of newspapers.

This $6million was made available to any undertaking or project endorsed by the Commonwealth and State environment agencies and went to Local Government, State Governments, researchers and private firms.  Over 100 projects have been supported, including investigating and promoting the use of old newspaper to produce fibre for home insulation.

Pursuing sustainability

The newspaper and magazine publishing industry now has a far broader focus than these initial aims and the work of PNEB clearly reflects this.  Objectives for 2010 and beyond are more advanced and ambitious than those of simply meeting paper recycling targets.  These include extended producer responsibility, energy use, the diversion of waste from landfill, greenhouse gas reduction and our industry’s impact on climate change. 

Environmental Initiatives of Members.

PNEB member firms are also active in their own right.  For example, the 1degree program at News Limited is challenging businesses to look at ways they conduct themselves and to start making changes that will start taking pressure off the planet.  1degree also provides a platform from which News Limited staff can be actively involved, and have set the challenge for the global organisation to be carbon neutral by 2010.

Norske Skog Australasia, is Australia's only manufacturer of newsprint and supplies nearly 90% of the newsprint used in the country.  Sustainability is vital to Norske Skog and all fibre used in the production of newsprint is sourced from either recycled material or from forest industry residues (primarily chips from sawmills and thinnings).  The Albury plant processes up to 160,000 tonnes of recovered paper a year, coming from publishers and from kerbside collections.

Norske Skog is committed to meeting community standards and expectations in relation to forest practices. 
Reporting on performance

Today, PNEB members wholeheartedly embrace Product Stewardship at every level of their organisations.
The publishing industry’s National Environmental Sustainability Plan 2006 -2010, which places Product Stewardship and Extended Producer Responsibility at the centre of its agenda, serves as a benchmark for other Australian industries.  The Plan stipulates a whole range of industry recycling targets and reporting mechanisms.  It also addresses issues of energy and water conservation. 

PNEB is pleased to be able to highlight its achievements and contribute to consideration of mechanisms that will assist the National Waste Policy to be workable.  There remains the promotion of “resource recovery” as the principal philosophy driving better waste management practices in Australia.

PNEB is available to further discuss initiatives and contribute to drafting further Government policy.
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