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CMA Corporation Comments on the Draft Framework for a National Waste Policy

CMA Corporation and its Mercury recycling division, CMA Ecocycle welcome the opportunity to provide comments on the issues raised in the Draft Framework.

CMA Corporation Limited is a leading integrated Australian-based recycling group that provides products and services to customers across three continents. The group’s major activities are the processing and recycling of predominantly secondary ferrous and non-ferrous metal products. CMA employs a variety of advanced high-end recycling technologies to add value and open new markets for the group. 

A network of over 31 modern recycling facilities in Australia, Asia and North America, and a workforce of more than 600 staff enable CMA to recycle a wide range of materials into value-added products for the industry.

 CMA Ecocycle

CMA Ecocycle is a world leading recycler of Mercury and Silver containing wastes.  Mercury bearing wastes include energy efficient lighting (e.g. CFLs and fluorescent tubes), dental amalgam and industrial wastes. . CMA Ecocycle operates collection and recycling plants in every State and Territory of Australia as well as in New Zealand. The company has more than adequate plant and infrastructure resources to collect and process all Mercury containing lighting waste and Dental Amalgam waste generated in Australia and in New Zealand. and is prepared to invest extra resources to meet any future challenges.

The modern, state of the art recycling process employed by CMA Ecocycle generates no waste and no by-products. 

CMA Ecocycle welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Draft National Waste Policy Framework. 

CMA Corporation and CMA Ecocycle are totally committed to environmentally responsible waste management and we are happy to work and cooperate with Australian Federal and State Government regulators on environmentally responsible treatment and processing of all waste material and specifically of Mercury containing wastes.

The issues that we wish to comment on in response to the NWP are:

National Pollution Inventory (NPI).

Mercury containing lighting waste (CFLs, Fluorescent tubes, HID lamps, etc.) annually generates more than 2000 kg of waste Mercury and it is the biggest source of Mercury pollution of Australian landfill sites. This quantity will further increase by an additional 700 kg as the result of Incandescent globes phase out and their replacement with more energy efficient lights, such as CFLs.

Likewise, Dental Amalgam waste generated by the Australian dental industry is the single biggest source of Mercury pollution of our sewerage and waste water, annually contributing about 4-4.5 tonnes of Mercury pollution to our environment.

Neither of these Mercury pollution sources are currently included on the NPI.

These two Mercury pollution source omissions from the NPI result in a massive understatement of the total Mercury pollution of our environment. The total annual Mercury emission in Australia on the current NPI listing is 25,000kg; however a more accurate figure should be 33,000 kg, reflecting the currently omitted Mercury pollution from the lighting waste and from Dental Amalgam. waste.

These omissions make it very difficult for all interested stake holders to negotiate with State and Territory governments to implement recycling programs and strategies for Mercury containing lighting waste and for waste Dental Amalgam, when officially these sources are not even recognized or acknowledged as significant contributors of Mercury pollution of our environment.

The NPI data should be corrected as a high priority, so that it can correctly reflect the true level of Mercury emissions into our environment.

Need for a uniform National recycling policy. 

We welcome the Federal Government voluntary scheme initiative to establish 

partnerships with Industry, to increase recycling of Mercury containing lamps in Australia. We also support the federal funding of up to $500,000 over 3 years allocated for the project. 

This initiative will no doubt result in a greater awareness of the industrial, commercial and public sectors of the Mercury pollution problem and of the need to recycle. It will also result in an increased level of Mercury containing lamps being recycled. 

This is a very positive initiative but by itself will not deliver the desired outcomes. What is needed is a national, uniform, State and Territory based landfill ban of Mercury containing lighting waste. We urge our Federal Government to take a leadership role in developing a uniform, national recycling program and a comprehensive landfill ban that could be adopted and implemented Australia-wide.

Our company has been involved in Mercury waste recycling for more than 10 years and our experience indicates that recycling schemes for Mercury containing lighting waste will only be successful if they are combined with a landfill ban.

The reason is simply that it is cheaper to dump such waste into landfill than to recycle it, because the recycling costs are about $ 2.20/kg, while the waste can be legally land filled for about 3c/kg.

Regulation and control of recycling facilities.

Currently Australia lacks uniformity in defining what constitutes Mercury discharge and pollution into land, air and water. The discharge levels for Mercury and the definition of what Mercury containing waste is hazardous or prescribed waste differ from State to State. 

One of the negative consequences of this lack of uniformity is the differing rules and compliance regulations imposed on the transport of Mercury containing waste and on businesses engaged in the treatment and recycling of such waste.

Mercury is a powerful, bioaccumulating neurotoxin and therefore we believe that all companies and businesses which handle and recycle such waste should operate under strict, licensed conditions, designed to prevent the staff, operators and workers in the processing and recycling plants from being exposed to Mercury dust or vapor. Such plants should be required to install all necessary safety measures and equipment to protect their workers and should further be required to carry our regular monitoring of all their workers for blood or urine Mercury levels.

Also, such operations should be compelled to account for all collected and processed Mercury containing lighting waste and Dental Amalgam waste to ensure that none of the collected waste ends up in landfill.

Dental Amalgam waste.

As pointed out earlier, Dental Amalgam waste produced by the Australian dental industry is a larger source of Mercury pollution than the lighting waste but it is mostly unregulated.  Where it is regulated (i.e. ACT ), the compliance with the regulation is neither monitored nor enforced, subsequently it is ignored by most dentists. In all other States and Territories the Mercury containing sewerage and the waste water discharge from dental surgeries is treated as domestic discharge and dentists are not required to install equipment which would prevent the Mercury waste from entering the environment.

The Mercury discharge problem from the dental industry could be solved by dentists being required to install ISO- 11143 compliant Amalgam separators, which collect a minimum of 95.0% of the Amalgam waste..

Making  Amalgam separator installations by dentist and the recycling of the collected waste mandatory, the problem could be solved. 

This could be simply  achieved by changing the dental discharge classification from domestic to industrial and making the trade waste agreement conditional on the installation of a serviced Amalgam Separator.

Dentists in all of Europe, Scandinavia, Canada, Japan, most of USA and in a number of Asian countries are required to have Amalgam separators installed.

Currently the only positive action in this area is happening in Victoria.

The ADAVB has been working in partnership with the EPA Victoria and Victorian

water boards to promote the use of ISO 11 143 compliant amalgam separation

technology via the Dentists for Cleaner Water Project.

The project aims to achieve installation of amalgam separation technology in

1000 dental practices throughout Victoria by June 2011. Already over 800

practices have made commitments to do so, with more than 250 having received

rebates for completed installations since the project commenced in September

2008.

This partnership between the dental profession, EPA Victoria and the Victorian

water industry is an exemplar of good environmental policy promotion and is strongly and actively supported by our company.

 Thanking you,

Yours Sincerely.

Peter Bitto

National Sales Manager

CMA Ecocycle

