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Information Sheet #1  About this information kit 
 
Wetlands have not had such a good image in the past.  For centuries they were mistakenly seen as 
wastelands, places of little value that were better exploited for urban or rural expansion.  
 
As the understanding of how wetlands operate has improved, the perceptions about wetlands have 
changed and today they are recognised as valuable natural and community assets.   
 
Across Australia it is estimated that around 50% of the wetlands have been destroyed since European 
settlement.  This has served to deprive many individual landholders, and the broader community, of the 
many services and benefits that wetlands provide.    
 
By their very nature, wetlands offer many opportunities for humans to use and benefit from their 
resources.  Wetlands can ‘pay their way’ so that caring for them need not be a major financial burden, 
or, if there are costs these can be offset by the benefits gained.   
 
It should be acknowledged that some of the benefits offered by wetlands, such as our own relaxation or 
private enjoyment, the roles they play in water management and others are difficult to put a dollar value 
against.  It is for this reason that wetlands have suffered historically when financial arguments have 
been used to guide investment decisions. When the true values of the natural services provided by 
wetlands are factored into such considerations, then cost-benefits analyses tend to favour retaining 
wetlands over converting them to other uses. 
 
An increasing number of private landholders are making the decision to invest in keeping their wetland 
healthy.  Some are setting out to reinstate former wetlands for a range of economic, environmental and 
amenity benefits.   
 
Caring for wetlands, and 
taking advantage of the 
benefits they provide, is 
now being recognised as 
a shrewd land management 
decision.    
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The following Information Sheets outline the incentives which are available to assist private 
landholders with putting in place management practices directed at ensuring the long-term health of 
their wetland ecosystems.  They range from various forms of tax and rate relief operating at different 
levels of Government, to grant and financial assistance programs, to opportunities to learn from other 
people’s experiences and tap into the library of resource information available.  Opportunities for 
putting in place permanent protection for wetlands are also considered.   
 
This Information Kit is not intended to be the final word on the incentives available to encourage 
wetland conservation and management.  It seeks to provide an overview of some of the options 
available.  Indeed, it seems likely that other forms of incentive will come on-line over the next few years 
and this will add further to the diverse range of options which already exists.   
 
The requirements of some of the 
incentive schemes outlined in the 
following Information Sheets are 
quite complex and involve detailed 
consideration and planning.  You 
should obtain professional advice 
to be sure that the assistance,  
tools and incentives on offer best 
meet your needs.  You should 
especially obtain professional 
advice, financial and legal, before 
entering into any long-term 
binding commitments that may 
impose costs on you or your 
dependents. 
 
One key issue is to consider how your wetland fits into the vision you have for the land that you own, 
and how managing it for conservation, recreational or other sustainable uses can be undertaken and 
supported.  In Information Sheet #2 this important issue is addressed in more detail.   
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Information Sheet #2 Issues to consider in planning the 
future of  your wetland 

 
Part of deciding the future uses of your wetland comes down to looking in detail at a range of factors, 
not the least of which are your financial circumstances.  In the past, there was a tendency to view 
wetlands as a liability for farm management, to see them as areas where you couldn’t crop, that were 
havens for weeds and pest animals, which made mustering stock difficult, or access to parts of the 
property awkward at certain times.  In short, wetlands were viewed as areas lost to production.  Today, 
wetlands are viewed quite differently (see Information Sheet #3) and more and more farmers are caring 
for and in some cases rehabilitating their wetlands.  For those in the more arid parts of Australia, 
wetlands are a vital part of being able to earn a living off the land.   
 
How do you use or benefit from your 
wetland now ? 
 
An important consideration is to establish how you 
use and benefit from your wetland now.  Is it a 
back-up water supply for stock ?  Do you graze your 
cattle on the perimeter as the waters subside ?   
Perhaps it’s giving your family drinking water, or 
water for your vegetable garden or fruit trees.  Maybe 
you go and catch fish there, or swim and relax with 
the family and friends.  Whatever it is you use your 
wetland for, it should be factored into the overall 
plan you have for the future of your farm. 
 
Are there opportunities to gain further 
benefits from your wetland ? 
 
You may also want to consider if there are ways that you could perhaps take more advantage of what 
your wetland has to offer.  For example, if it is an area that attracts large numbers of waterbirds, is there 
an opportunity to diversify your farm income by developing small-scale eco-tourism – a bed and 
breakfast for birdwatchers maybe ?  Or, if you changed the way you manage water on your property, 
perhaps reinstating closer to natural wetting and drying cycles, will this give you stronger plant growth 
for grazing ?  If you fence your stock out of some areas, will this improve the quality of the water you 
draw from the wetland ?   There are often  ways to use your wetland for better returns; the trick is to 
understand the limits of the system and operate within them.  You may want some advice about these 
limits of sustainable use, and Fact Sheets 5 and 14 may be able to help guide you to this type of advice.    
 
What legacy do you want to leave ? 
 
Another important issue to consider is that of the legacy you want to leave for your children and their 
children, and their children………….  Keeping wetlands healthy and using them wisely is a decision 
most people take with the long-term in mind. This is not to say that wetlands are slow to repay your 
investment, rather that these are natural assets which if cared for, will continue to deliver services and 
benefits for generations to come.   
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Wetland management is also part of today’s realisation that farming practices must strive for 
sustainability and not erode the natural ecosystems that are part of making our lands productive.  The 
expanding areas of dryland salinity and declining water quality in the rivers and streams are clear signs 
of past failings in this regard.  The new ethos is sustainable farming, and maintaining healthy wetlands 
is a part of that approach. 
 
Are there downsides to protecting my wetland ? 
 
Community attitudes about wetlands are changing as more and more is being learnt about them. 
However, to some people wetlands continue to be viewed as smelly, insect-infested places.  Others 
view wetlands as places that provide refuge to pest animals and weeds.  It is always possible to find 
wetlands like this, but in most cases this is due to human impacts or lack of appropriate management.   
 
Wetlands can produce odours at certain times, usually during drying phases when plant material is 
rotting very rapidly.  Some wetlands can also smell if they are not gaining sufficient water flows; 
stagnant water, with high nutrient loads or pollutants is a recipe for odour.  In most cases sensible 
management will see these problems remedied or minimised.  Likewise, mosquitoes and midges can be 
a problem with some wetland types.  Here again, these problems can be reduced through management 
actions.  As for feral animals or weeds; these infestations simply require management attention to 
remove the problem. The wetlands are not the original source of these invasive species.   
 
It is also true that in some situations, maintaining a healthy wetland may require landholders to modify 
(but not necessarily discontinue) their current uses.  Future development options may also need to be 
modified or sacrificed in the interest of retaining a functioning wetland ecosystem.   As with any 
decision there are pros and cons to be considered.  The decision about what to do with your wetland is 
no different.  It is important that when making that decision you have the best information available on 
these benefits and costs.  It is hoped this Information Kit can help. 
 
Who should pay to keep a wetland asset ? 
 
When a private landowner is considering what to do with their wetland, there will always be issues of 
private versus public benefit. These often boil down to who should pay to keep such a natural asset.   
 
The decision to be taken by the private landowner, is to what extent you are willing, or able, to take the 
steps necessary for your wetland to be managed as a healthy and productive asset ?  In most cases the 
balance sheet over time will generally show that conserving a wetland will yield a range of benefits for 
the private landholder, and that it is not just the broader community which gains.  Information Sheet 
#3 seeks to give some insight into the many services and benefits that wetlands provide. 
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Information Sheet #3  All about wetlands  
 

What are wetlands ?  
 

! They used to be called swamps or bogs, and while these terms are still used today, the more 
general term ‘wetland’ is now applied to describe these places that are normally associated with 
the presence of specially adapted plants and animals such as reeds, insects, frogs and 
waterbirds.   
 

! Wetlands tend to be found where waters come and go with the seasons or the tides.  When 
wetlands are wet, the water is usually shallow, and teeming with life.    
 

! In Australia, wetlands come in many different 
shapes and sizes. In the inland, they are the saline 
and freshwater lakes, the floodplain swamps or 
billabongs associated with rivers, the mound 
springs and occasional lakes of the arid zones, 
and the peat bogs and marshy areas in the high 
country.  In coastal areas they are the mudflats, 
mangroves and saltmarshes in the intertidal 
zones and estuaries, and the seagrass and 
coral communities close to shore.   

 
 

What makes wetlands natural assets ? 
 
Until relatively recent times we didn’t know just how important wetlands were to our livelihoods and 
quality of life.  The destruction of about half of Australia’s wetlands since Europeans arrived on this 
continent was encouraged, and in some cases financial incentives were given to support the conversion 
of wetlands to a range of alternative landuses.   
 
Some of the services and benefits provided by wetlands are as follows: 
 
Wetlands and water management 
 
Wetlands perform a range of important water management services such as those referred to below. It 
is because of these functions that wetlands have been called the ‘kidneys’ of the waterways.   
 

! Floodplain wetlands operate like sponges in the waterways, absorbing and storing floodwaters.   
 

! Wetlands are normally the last places to dry out during periods of drought or low rainfall and, 
especially in the drier parts of Australia, this makes them a prized possession for graziers and 
farmers. Wildlife also rely on such ‘oases’.   
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! Wetlands are also places where 

sediments, nutrients and some 
industrial and urban pollutants are 
trapped or deposited.     

 
! Some wetlands are connected to the 

groundwater system; either being fed 
by groundwaters, or recharging them.  
  

Wetlands and primary producers 
 
Wetlands are increasingly recognised as 
assets, not liabilities, by the farming 
community. Some of the sustainable uses being undertaken at wetlands by primary producers include: 
 

! The capacity of wetlands to capture, store and cleanse water (see above), makes them 
important assets for the whole community, but especially for primary producers.  To have 
water supplies for livestock during times of drought is a significant benefit and in some 
circumstances cattle grazing and wetland management can be complementary activities.   

 
! In some parts of Australia farmers exploit the drying lake-beds for planting crops, and if done 

with care this can be compatible with retaining the natural values of the wetland.  
 

! Sustainable forestry is also being practiced in several major wetland systems in Australia. 
 

Wetlands, recreation and eco-tourism 
 
Australians enjoy water sports and wetlands are a focal point of much of our recreation and relaxation.  
The sorts of activities that take place at wetlands include the following: 
 

! Boating, swimming, fishing, camping, birdwatching and generally enjoying nature are among 
our most popular pastimes and eco-tourism also provides a boost to local and national 
economies.   

 
! Wetlands are vital fish nurseries and breeding grounds, and retaining healthy wetlands means 

improved opportunities to catch fish.     
 

! Wetlands tend to be beautiful and tranquil places, and for many private wetland-holders this in 
itself is an incentive for keeping their wetland ‘healthy’.   

 
Wetlands and wildlife 
 
Wetlands are places that are vibrant and busy with life forms; from the microscopic through to specially 
adapted trees and plants, fish, frogs and waterbirds.   
 

! The conservation of wetlands is a key part of helping ensure the future of many plant and 
animal species.   
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Information Sheet #4   Help to decide which incentive option 
may suit your circumstances  

 
In Australia today a range of incentives designed to encourage and assist private landholders to manage 
their wetlands for sustainability and conservation outcomes are available.  These incentives are 
described in more detail in Information Sheets #5-13. You may wish to browse these to see what 
options are available, or alternatively the simple decision tree provided below may help you focus on 
those options that best suit your needs.     
 
The decision tree operates by asking some fundamental questions, and, depending on your response, 
you can then follow that branch to establish which incentive options are more likely to suit your 
situation.  Once you have identified these options, go straight to the Information Sheet(s) as indicated 
for further details.   
 
 
 

 
 

Landowner Decision Tree

Do you want to continue to own your wetland?

Do you want to manage the 
property exclusively?

Yes No

Do you want compensation 
for selling the property?

Yes No NoYes

Information sheets:
5. Management advice and assistance
6. Relief from local taxes and charges
7. Federal government tax concessions
8. One-off grant payments
9. Ongoing management payments
And ask what management 
restrictions there are.

Do you want the property to 
be permanently protected?

Yes No

Information sheets:
10. Conservation covenants
11. Listing as a Wetland of
      International Importance

Do you want restrict future use of the 
property when the title is transferred?

Yes No

Information sheets:
5. Management advice and assistance
6. Relief from local taxes and charges
7. Federal government tax concessions
8. One-off grant payments
9. Ongoing management payments

Information sheet:
13. Selling your wetland

Information sheet:
12. Donating your wetland for
      conservation

Information sheets:
10. Conservation covenants
11. Listing as a Wetland of
      International Importance
(Prior to transfer)
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If you worked your way down both branches, through all the forks, and didn’t find an appealing option, 
please don’t assume that there isn’t a way to achieve whatever is your vision for your wetland.  This 
area of natural resource management is rapidly evolving and more and more opportunities and avenues 
are becoming available all the time.  It is recommended that you contact one of the non-government 
organisations listed in Information Sheet #14 to see if they can help. Alternatively, you may wish to 
work through your local or regional office of the natural resource management or conservation 
agency/department in your State or Territory.  What is important is that you let people know that you 
want assistance with ways to see your wetland conserved, managed for sustainability and kept as a 
community asset.     
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Information Sheet #5  Management advice and assistance  
 
There are many sources of information and advice available to wetland owners and also some 
programmes that can offer on-ground assistance.  The examples below illustrate some cases.   
 
Some examples: 

! A wetland owner who is actively managing a wetland and is a member of ‘Land for Wildlife’ 
(see Case study #1) receives assistance from an extension officer to formalise on-farm activities 
into a management plan. 
 

! A wetland owner receives technical assistance from Wetland Care Australia (see Case study  # 
5) to design a structure to improve water management or carp control in their wetland. 
 

! Conservation Volunteers Australia (see Case study # 2) supply labour to help revegetate 
wetlands, erect fences to allow better control of livestock access, undertake wildlife surveys, 
prevent random trail biking riding etc. 
 

Where to find out more: 
➥ Ask for wetland management-related literature from local, State/Territory and Federal 

government sources (see Fact Sheet #14 for contact details). 
➥ Local or State/Territory government information networks such as ‘Land for Wildlife’. 
➥ Local or State/Territory government ‘Landcare’ extension officers. 
➥ Any non-government organisations or ‘Friends of Wetlands’ type groups active in your area. 
 
What you need to find out: 
 

# What type of assistance is available ? 
# What are the requirements for you to receive help, and do these escalate if more complex 

assistance is provided ? 
# Will assistance require a permanent change to management of the wetland ? 
# What happens if you wish to change your use of the wetland in the future ? 

 
************************************************************************************** 

Case study #1:   ‘Land for Wildlife’ schemes   
 

‘Land for Wildlife’ are voluntary schemes operated through local councils in most States and 
Territories.  They aim to encourage and assist landholders to provide wildlife habitat on their property.   
 
Wetland owner requirements:  
While there can be local variations, in general wetland owners qualify for ‘Land for Wildlife’ assistance 
by demonstrating that they are: 

• managing all, or part, of their property in a way which clearly aims for the maintenance and 
enhancement of natural habitat; and, 

• attempts to integrate nature conservation with other land management objectives. 
 

Assessment:  
An extension officer from ‘Land and Wildlife’ visits interested landholders to discuss their plans.  
Subject to a favourable assessment, properties may then be entered on the ‘Land for Wildlife’ register.  
Properties that do not qualify initially may wish to work towards registration with the assistance of the 
Land for Wildlife extension officer.   
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Future requirements:  
The ‘Land for Wildlife’ status of the property is retained as long as the objectives of the scheme are 
upheld by the landholder.  If the property changes hands the ‘Land for Wildlife’ status lapses and the 
new owners will need to re-apply for membership if they so desire. 
 
Scale of incentives:  
’Land for Wildlife’ membership offers participating landholders: 

• advice through extension officers on habitat management, integration of nature conservation 
with productive landuses and assistance in applying for other forms of assistance or incentives; 

• contact with like-minded landholders, and a chance to share in their ideas and experiences 
through field days, publications and other activities; and, 

• written information in the form of regular newsletters and a more detailed notes series. 
 
********************************************************************************************** 
 

Case study #2:  On-ground assistance from Conservation Volunteers Australia 
 
Conservation Volunteers Australia (CVA) is a national community based, not for profit, non-
government organisation. It works with land management agencies to co-ordinate and supervise teams 
of enthusiastic volunteers to help them carry out priority environmental projects.  CVA involves the 
community in “hands on” conservation projects in urban, regional and remote Australia. Projects range 
across planting and seed collection, endangered species protection, weed control, flora and fauna 
surveys, walking trail construction, fencing and basic environmental monitoring. 
 
CVA volunteer teams are funded by either a fee for service from landholders or corporate sponsorship. 
In addition to these teams CVA also manage two major Government programs Green Corps; Young 
Australians for the Environment for 17-20yr olds and Green Reserve for 35-60 year olds.   
 
Eligibility for CVA assistance:   

• The proposed actions must be responding to immediate threats to the site and have a sound 
environmental basis. 

• There has to be clear indications that the involvement of the CVA team will help build local 
capacity and commitment to long-term management. 

• Projects must also include monitoring activities to show how the works done help improve the 
condition of the site, in both the short and longer terms.  

  
Scale of incentive: 
Most CVA project teams work on site for periods of 5 days or multiples thereof, or on a regular 
weekend basis depending on the scale of works being undertaken and the location of the site. 
 
Landowners responsibilities:   
CVA assistance for any projects is subject to full and active support from you the land manager, and 
they need to understand and acknowledge ultimate responsibility for the project. The role of the CVA 
team leader is to supervise the volunteers, ensure their safety and welfare whilst achieving the project 
goals. 
 
The land manager remains responsible for all other aspects of the project, for example sourcing 
materials, appropriate technical advice and demonstration of on-ground techniques, along with post 
project maintenance and monitoring of results from the works carried out.  The land manager also 
needs to supply suitable accommodation for the team whilst on site, such as shearer’s quarters, farm 
cottage, cabins, caravan parks, community halls etc 
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Information Sheet #6 Relief  from local taxes and charges  
 
A number of local governments and regional bodies that levy rates, fees and other charges also offer 
schemes that reduce or remove rates on wetlands managed for conservation.  These schemes are 
designed to reduce the costs to landowners who may not be receiving immediate personal benefits 
from their wetlands but through their management approaches are providing benefits to the broader 
community.  Eligibility requirements for these schemes vary, as does the degree of reduction or 
concession offered. 
 
Some examples: 

! All lands covered by a Heritage Agreement in South Australia are exempt from local 
government rates, as are wetlands under a Voluntary Conservation Agreement in NSW. 
 

! Wetlands managed for conservation in the upper south-east region of South Australia are 
exempt from the drainage levy applied in that region. 
 

! Cooloola Shire in Queensland (see Case study #3 over) operates a scheme whereby rates are 
discounted by up to 50% where a conservation agreement between the council and landowner 
is in place. 

 
Where to find out more: 
➥ The local government entity responsible for the land in question. 
➥ Any other body that levies rates over this land, such as Catchment Management Authorities or 

Rural Lands Protection Boards. 
 
What you need to find out: 
 

# Does your local government or other rate levying body offer any reductions to taxes and 
charges for conservation ?  

If ‘Yes’ 
# What are the requirements for you to receive the incentive ? 

(including monitoring, legal requirements and required management actions) 
# How large are the incentives available to you? 
# Are the requirements to receive the rate rebate or reduction permanent ? 
# What happens if you wish to change your land-use practices in the future ? 
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Case study #3:  Conservation Area rate rebates in Cooloola Shire, Queensland 
 
The Conservation Area rate rebate scheme offers eligible landowners, including the owners of 
wetlands, a rebate on their local government rates.  The scheme is currently in a three-year trial phase. 
 
Selection Criteria:  
In order to receive a rate rebate in the Cooloola Shire, wetlands must meet the selection criteria 
identified for Nature Conservation Areas.  Priority areas include riverbank ecosystems and paperbark 
(Melaleuca) wetlands.  
 
Wetland owner requirements:  
The wetland owner must be willing to enter into a Conservation Agreement with the Council over the 
property or the specific wetland.  The Conservation Agreement contains provisions relating to 
monitoring and the repayment of discounts where the management agreement is not honoured by the 
landholder.   
 
Scale of incentives:  
In this trial, incentives have initially been offered for a three-year period.  Rate rebates are related to the 
size of the property and the conservation score under the selection criteria.  In summary the maximum 
rate rebates are as follows: 
 

• Less than 5 hectares: 50% of the general rate, or maximum $300 per annum; 
• 5-10 hectares: 50% of the general rate, or maximum $500 per annum; 
• 10-20 hectares: 50% of the general rate, or maximum $750 per annum; and, 
• More than 20 hectares: 50% of the general rate, or maximum $1,000 per annum. 

 
Future landuse constraints:  
The Conservation Agreement does 
restrict land-uses for the duration of 
the agreement as these must be 
compatible with the overall  
management goal of the conservation 
area. 
 
Source:  
Cooloola Conservation Strategy 
Rates Relief Scheme 
Information Sheet 8 
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Information Sheet # 7  Federal government tax concessions   
 
The Federal government offers a number of taxation 
incentives designed to reduce the cost of Landcare-related 
expenditures to landowners who are also eligible primary 
producers or businesses.  These incentives are usually 
applicable to wetland management on farms.   
 
Wetland owners are able to claim either a concessionary 
deduction or rebate, or a credit of 34 cents in the dollar 
for works to control land degradation.  The incentive is 
offered under Sections 75B and 75D of the Income Taxation 
 Assessment Act.  Eligible expenditures include eradication 
of animal pests, destruction of weeds, fencing for specified 
purposes, and tree and shrub establishment.   
 
Importantly, the works must also be part of a farm 
 management plan that has been approved by the relevant 
government authority (for example, the State/Territory 
department of agriculture).  Other business-related 
expenditure is deductible under the normal provision for 
writing-off business expenditure.  Businesses are also able 
to claim back the goods and services tax that they have 
paid on these inputs to their farming business.  It is 
recommended that you check with your taxation adviser 
to determine whether you are eligible for these incentives. 
 
Some examples: 

! A wetland owner removes noxious weeds 
from their wetland and surrounds and claims 
a concessionary deduction. 
 

! A wetland owner fences off their wetland to improve stock management in and around these 
areas while they are wet.  The owner may be eligible for a rebate for the expenses incurred. 
 

! A wetland owner revegetates a wetland that has become degraded over time.  34 cents for each 
dollar spent is claimed as a credit.  The credit is carried over to the following year if insufficient 
income was earned in the year the revegetation project was undertaken. 
 

! In each case the wetland owner can also claim any GST paid on the inputs. 
 
Where to find out more: 
➥ Your accountant. 
➥ The Australian Taxation Office. 
 
What you need to find out: 
 

# What types of expenditure are eligible? 
# What are the reporting requirements to prove eligibility? 
# How will the deduction affect your income under varying circumstances? 
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Case study #4:    Landcare tax incentives as applied to wetland re-vegetation 

 
Landcare tax incentives are designed to reduce the costs of landcare-related activities to primary 
producers and businesses on rural land, and thus to encourage landholders to invest in ‘landcare’ as an 
integral part of operating their business.  Landcare activities can include wetland rehabilitation and 
management. 
 
Eligible expenditure:  
Expenses specifically relating to a wetland re-vegetation project are fully tax deductible in the year in 
which they are incurred.  The expenses could include any property planning specifically for the 
purposes of the re-vegetation project, tree planting and maintenance costs and fencing to exclude 
livestock.  These activities must be included in an approved farm plan. 
 
Reporting requirements:  
Wetland re-vegetation expenses that are deducted from taxable income, or claimed as a rebate, are 
subject to the same reporting and auditing requirements as other tax provisions. 
 
Wetland owner eligibility:  
Only primary producers and businesses on rural land are eligible to claim a tax deduction for landcare-
related operations. 
 
Scale of incentives:  
Eligible primary producers and businesses have a choice between receiving the tax deduction as a 
deduction or a tax rebate of 34 cents in the dollar.  The rebate is only available to producers with a 
taxable income of $20,700 or less.  The maximum rebate that can be claimed is $1,700 per annum (on a 
maximum of $5,000 expenditure).  On the other hand, there is no limit to the size of the tax deduction 
for landcare works and expenditure in excess of $5,000 can be claimed as a deduction.  Hence, for a 
wetland owner who faces a marginal tax rate of 30 cents in the dollar (for example with a taxable 
income of $40,000) who re-vegetates a wetland at a cost of $7,000, the incentive provided by the tax 
deduction is $2,100.  This would reduce the costs of re-vegetation to $4,900. 
 
Source:  
A guide to tax incentives for Landcare, Australian Taxation Office (1999). 
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Information Sheet #8 One-off  grant payments  
 
One-off payments to assist landowners in changing the management of their land toward sustainability 
and conservation outcomes may be available at any level of government.  They are also offered through 
a number of non-government organisations including Wetland Care Australia and Greening Australia.  
These incentives are often targeted towards land management, and thus can include wetland 
management.   
 
These schemes partially, or completely, subsidise the costs of changing management practices and may 
include engineering works to re-establish natural wetting and drying patterns in wetlands, fencing to 
exclude livestock, re-vegetation and major weed or pest control programs.  The contributions may 
either be materials (such as fencing materials) or a cash contribution.  In many cases there is a 
requirement that the land be protected for a minimum period in return for the contribution.   
 
Some examples: 

! A local Landcare group receives funding (for example through the Natural Heritage Trust) to 
fence wetlands in an area.  The funds are distributed as fencing material to eligible wetland 
owners. 
 

! A wetland owner receives 50 % of the costs of 
removing levees and installing water management 
works from the State or Territory government 
to restore natural wetting and drying to a 
floodplain wetland.  In return a Property 
Management Agreement is signed to ensure 
continued protection of the wetland. 
 

Where to find out more: 
➥ Relevant local government entity or  

State/Territory government agency 
(usually the agency responsible for land 
and water management). 

➥ Your local Landcare Group or Catchment Management body. 
➥ Any non-government organisations active in your area such as Wetland Care Australia, WWF 

Australia, Greening Australia or Conservation Volunteers Australia. 
 
What you need to find out: 
 

# What incentive schemes are available to you at the local, State/Territory and Federal 
Government levels, or from non-governmental organisations ?  

# Which expenditures are eligible ? 
# How large are the incentives available to you and do they require you to contribute a 

minimum amount or proportion of total costs ? 
# What are the requirements for you to receive the incentive ? 

(including monitoring, legal requirements and required management actions) 
# Will assistance require a permanent change to management of your wetland ? 
# What happens if you wish to change your landuse practices in the future ? 
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Case study #5:    Wetland Care Australia’s Wetland Repair Project 

 
The Wetland Repair Project (formerly the National Living Wetlands Project) is funded by a grant from the 
National Wetlands Program of the Commonwealth’s National Heritage Trust as well corporate 
sponsorship.  The funds are designed to assist with wetland rehabilitation.  
 
Eligible projects:  
Funding is provided in two categories, namely; to finalise action plans and start implementation, and 
for specific on-ground works. 
 
Selection criteria:  
Six criteria are used to select projects eligible for support from the Wetland Repair Project.  They assess 
whether the project is: 

1. a priority in regional natural resource management planning; 
2. has the potential for education and community awareness raising; 
3. involves all relevant stakeholders with a minimum of one landholder and one community 

group; 
4. has the potential for visible action to address issues on the ground; 
5. develops, or completes, an integrated wetland management plan; and, 
6. has the demonstrated support of the local or regional community. 

It is also desirable that wetlands are listed, or may be listed in the future, in A Directory of Important 
Wetlands in Australia. 
 
Wetland owner requirements:  
Wetlands are to be managed according to the management plan that has been prepared as part of the 
application process.  The management plan may (or may not) restrict future management options in 
wetlands.  The requirement for demonstrated support of the local or regional community and 
stakeholder involvement requires ongoing consultation with the stakeholders.  There is no requirement 
for a permanently binding change to wetland management practices, but inclusion of permanent 
protection in the management plan is likely to strengthen funding applications. 
 
Scale of incentives:  
Although there is no specified maximum, the scale of incentives available depends on how well the 
project meets the selection criteria.   
 
Source: 
Further details available from www.wetlandcare.com.au 
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Information Sheet #9 Ongoing management payments  
 
 
Ongoing payments for wetland management are not yet widely available in Australia but are being 
considered in many jurisdictions.  These schemes pay wetland owners to manage their wetlands 
according to an agreed program of management, or other agreed performance criteria.  In return the 
wetland owner receives an ongoing payment or equivalent. 
  
Some examples: 
• A wetland owner in the Bush Tender trial area of Victoria (see Case study #6 over) submits a 

bid to manage their wetland according to an agreed management plan over the next three 
years.  The bid is accepted and the wetland owner receives periodic payments as specified in 
the agreement. 
 

• A wetland owner in Melton Shire conducts regular works in their wetland to reduce soil 
erosion and receives an ongoing rate rebate.  

 
Where to find out more: 
➥ The local government responsible for the land that you intend to manage for conservation. 
➥ Relevant government agencies in your State/Territory (usually the agency responsible for land 

and water management). 
➥ Any non-government organisations active in your area.  See Information Sheet 14. 
 
What you need to find out: 
 

! What types of land and management activities are eligible ? 
! What are the requirements for you to receive the incentive ? 

 (including monitoring, legal requirements and required management actions) 
! Will assistance require a permanent change to management of your wetland ? 
! What happens if you wish to change your landuse practices in the future ? 
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Case study #6:  Bush Tender trial in Victoria 

 
Bush Tender is a trial scheme introduced by the Victorian Government to pay landholders for services 
that improve management of bush on private land. Bush can include wetland areas in this context.  
 
Selection requirements:  
Landholders who own native vegetation (including wetlands) in the trial area are eligible to submit bids 
(tenders) specifying the services they are prepared to provide to improve their native vegetation and the 
fee they wish to receive for these services.  
 
Wetland owner requirements:  
Bush Tender field officers conduct a site visit with all landholders expressing interest in the program to 
discuss management options.  An agreed management plan is prepared by the landholder with the 
assistance of the field officer.  The management plan identifies the actions the landowner proposes to 
undertake.  Successful applicants will be required to sign agreements based on their submitted 
management plan and report regularly according to these plans. Depending on the nature of  the 
actions required, these may restrict future landuses for the duration of the management agreement. 
 
Selection criteria:  
The site visit by the Bush Tender field officer will assess the significance and quality of the native 
vegetation.  The landholders bid will be assessed objectively on the basis of: 

• current conservation value of the site; 
• amount of service offered; and, 
• fee for service. 

For this trial there is a limited amount of money available and funds will be allocated on the above 
criteria according to the ‘best value for money’. 
 
Scale of incentives:  
The Bush Tender program is an ‘auction’ whereby the landowner submits a bid to provide services that 
is ranked against other bids.  Thus there is no maximum bid amount, but larger bids are less likely to 
succeed.  The bidding market can be expected to stabilise as information about management services 
and bids becomes known in the future.  Successful bidders will receive periodic payments per their 
management agreement. 
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Information Sheet #10 Conservation covenants  
 
Through conservation convenants wetland owners 
can effectively regulate future development options 
for their wetlands, either permanently, or for a set 
period.  Convenants restrict the allowable land uses 
in the wetland areas to those that are ecologically 
sustainable.   
 
Conservation covenants are a perpetual legal 
agreement between the wetland owner and the 
conserving body (usually a government agency or 
statutory body) and are entered into in order to 
voluntarily place restrictions on future land uses.  
The covenant may also specify some future 
management activities that are required. 
 
An example: 
 

! A wetland owner in Victoria donates a conservation covenant over their site to the Victorian 
Trust for Nature.  A management plan is attached to the conservation covenant that shows 
how both parties have agreed that the land should be managed into the future. 
 

Where to find out more: 
➥ Commonwealth, State/Territory government conservation, land and water management 

agencies to find out about any conservation covenant schemes or listings that they manage.  
See Information Sheet #14. 

➥ Other bodies that accept conservation covenants such as the Victorian Trust for Nature, NSW 
Nature Conservation Trust and the National Trust in WA. 

➥ Non-government organizations.   
 
What you need to find out: 
 

# What options are available for your wetland?   
# What are the requirements for listing?   
# What impact will the measure have on your property’s value? 
# Does listing or a conservation covenant allow you the flexibility you need to maintain the 

viability of your property? 
# What future management requirements will be imposed on you or your dependents?  

What costs will these impose? 
# What are the monitoring requirements?  
# How permanent is the measure?   

 
Note: Some incentives may be available to reduce the costs associated with these mechanisms.  They 
are discussed under incentives to donate wetlands – Information Sheet #12. 
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Case study #7:  Conservation Covenants  

 
A conservation covenant is an agreement between a landowner and an authorised body such as the 
National Trust in WA, the NSW Nature Conservation Trust and the Victorian Trust for Nature, which 
protect and enhance the natural, cultural or scientific values of the land, including wetlands.  
  
Eligible wetlands:  
Land must be of high conservation significance to be covenanted.  Such wetlands may have threatened 
plants or animals, or be one of the last remaining wetlands in the area.  The wetland may also form part 
of an important riverbank or wildlife corridor or facilitate important functions for riverine ‘health’.  A 
Board of Trustees, who are briefed by the Trusts’ expert regional staff, assesses the eligibility of the 
land.  Important factors include: degree of disturbance; diversity of plant and animal species; presence 
of threatened or endangered species; value as a buffer or wildlife corridor; size and shape of area; and, 
management input required to maintain the ecological integrity of the site. 
 
Restrictions on future landuse:  
Conservation covenants are permanent and can only be removed in extreme and unusual 
circumstances.  Most covenants eliminate grazing and place significant restrictions on other landuses, 
including limiting building permits, pets and species planted in the covenanted area. 
 
Future management requirements:  
Future management is the responsibility of the landowner.  However, the Trust can provide advice on 
most aspects of management including plant and animal management and weed and vermin control.  
The Trust can also help prepare a management plan and direct landholders to various grants and 
agencies that offer financial assistance and subsidies to landholders. 
 
Monitoring requirements:  
The conservation covenant agreement specifies a number of monitoring requirements including 
specified monitoring access for the Trust for Nature.  No right of public access is created under the 
covenant. 
 
Impact on property value:  
Normally a conservation covenant will have little impact on property values since landuse is generally 
unchanged.  However, impacts on specific property values depend on the particular circumstances of 
the property.  Qualified land valuers may be able to assist in determining the likely impact on property 
values.   
 
The Federal Government recently amended the income tax deduction and Capital Gains Tax (CGT) 
provisions of the tax law so as to increase the incentive for landholders to enter into conservation 
covenants.  The income tax deduction amendment provides for an income tax deduction for any 
decrease in land value resulting from the granting of a conservation covenant (provided the landowner 
receives no payment for the grant). The new CGT treatment will result in a reduced capital gain (and 
hence lower capital gains tax) due to changes in the way in which the capital gain is calculated. 
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Information Sheet #11 Listing as a Wetland of  International 
Importance (Ramsar site)  

 
 
For those sites that qualify, listing as a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands (see Information Box) offers permanent protection of the site.  The 
requirement is that a management plan be prepared that specifies the actions needed to retain the 
special natural attributes of the site.  The Commonwealth Government has legislation in place with 
respect to such sites, and through this, opportunities exist to seek funding assistance for management 
actions. This legislation can also allow for potentially damaging activities in the surrounding area, or up-
stream, to be regulated.  
 
Some examples: 

! A wetland owner finds that their site alone, or in combination with other adjoining 
landowners, meets the criteria for listing as a Wetland of International Importance under the 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. After Ramsar listing they are able to continue to use their 
wetlands while ensuring the special attributes of the site are retained.  Ramsar listing may 
provide additional leverage for gaining funding assistance with management and with 
regulating activities beyond their property boundary that may impact negatively on the 
wetlands.   
 

! See Case study #8 over.  
 

What is the Ramsar Convention ? 
 

! Ramsar is not an acronym, it is a city in Iran where in 1971 agreement was reached to form an 
international convention to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands.  Today, there 
are approaching 150 countries that are members of the Ramsar Convention. 
 

! Ramsar’s flagship is the List of Wetlands of International Importance, the so-called Ramsar 
sites.  There are close to 1200 of these Worldwide; places recognised as having special natural 
values and which have qualified against the criteria established by the Convention.  See can be 
consulted through the Ramsar website; www.ramsar.org 
 

! Rather than being traditional ‘protected areas’ Ramsar sites are generally places where ‘wise use’ 
is practiced, and as such they are demonstration sites for the principles and approaches to 
sustainability.  The Ramsar Convention is not anti-development, on the contrary it is about 
finding ways to use wetlands sustainably.  
 

! The Commonwealth Government has enacted legislation (the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) which recognises Ramsar sites as having ‘national 
environmental significance’.  Accordingly, any area which is Ramsar listed must have a 
management plan that satisfies certain standards and criteria.  
    

 
Where to find out more: 
➥ Environment Australia for further advice regarding the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. 
➥ State/Territory government nature conservation and land and water management agencies. 
➥ Non-government organizations.  See Information Sheet #14. 
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What you need to find out: 
 
# What options are available for your wetland ?   

# What are the requirements for listing ?  

# What impact will the measure have on your property’s value ? 

# Does listing allow you the flexibility you need to maintain the viability of your property ? 

# What future management requirements will be imposed on you or your dependents?  
What costs will these imposed ? 

# What are the monitoring requirements ?  

 
*************************************************************************** 
 

Case study #8:   Ramsar listing of the Lower Gwydir wetlands   
 

The Ramsar Convention is the mechanism through which Wetlands of International Importance are 
recognised (see over).  In 1999, four wetland owners on the Lower Gwydir floodplain in NSW agreed 
to Ramsar list wetland areas on their properties. 
 
Why the wetlands were eligible:  
The Lower Gwydir wetlands are one of the few terminal wetlands found in inland NSW and are a 
special mix of wetland types and habitats.  They are of international significance primarily because of 
the very large numbers of waterbirds that breed and feed in the wetlands.  
  
Wetland management:  
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was developed between the landholders and the NSW and 
Commonwealth Governments. This was facilitated by WWF Australia and the NSW National Parks 
Association.  The MoU describes the agreed wetland conservation and farming objectives of the 
signatories.  Property level planning describes current management practices and any agreed actions.  
Future management is the responsibility of the landholders.  
 
Restrictions on future landuse:  
Current landuses that are consistent with maintaining the ecological, or hydrological, or other natural 
values of the site can continue.  These uses can include sustainable grazing, eco-tourism and a number 
of other uses.  Landuses inconsistent with wetland sustainability, such as landclearing, are not allowed 
under the MoU.   
 
Entry and monitoring requirements:  
There are no mandatory inspection requirements associated with Ramsar listing an area, although 
regular monitoring is expected.  No right of public access is created to the wetland. All entry requires 
the permission of the landowner. 
 
Costs and benefits of Ramsar listing:  
The costs include time spent negotiating the MoU and management plans, plus ongoing monitoring. 
The benefits are that the landowners gain assurances about the future uses of the wetland, these being 
determined through the agreed management plan.  Ramsar listing also places the onus on the 
governments involved to ensure external impacts do not degrade the wetland, and in this case that 
includes ensuring the provision of adequate water supplies.  Ramsar listing provides added leverage in 
securing funding and other assistance with management.   
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Information Sheet #12  Donating your wetland for 
conservation 

 
Many wetland owners wish to protect the special values of their wetlands into the future. One way this 
can be accomplished is by passing the wetland on to an organisation that specialises in conservation 
management.  Some wetland owners choose to donate their wetlands to government agencies, while 
others may prefer non-profit groups such as the Australian Bush Heritage Fund or the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy.  Other wetland owners may choose to donate only some of their ownership 
privileges via a conservation covenant (see Information Sheet #10).   
 
Wetland owners may choose to donate their wetland to such an organisation while living, or through 
their estate at the time of death.  A number of costs may be incurred in donating either full or part 
ownership rights, including the costs of subdividing wetlands from larger land units, stamp duty and the 
cost of the value of the property donated. 
 
A number of incentives to reduce the costs of donating land may be available at the local, 
State/Territory and Federal Government levels although most are available only for gifts to charitable 
organizations.  In summary they are: 
 

! At the local level, development application fees may be waived and applications fast-tracked 
where the primary purpose is to ensure conservation of wetlands. 
 

! Similar development fees and charges may also be waived at the State/Territory level.  
State/Territory governments may also waive stamp duty on property transfers. 
 

! The Federal government offers income tax deductions for gifts of property valued at more 
than $5,000.  The income tax deductions may be spread over a period of up to 5 years.  Capital 
gains tax concessions are also available on testamentary donations (that is, those made in a will) 
for the full property values. 

 
A range of more complex mechanisms are available that allow wetland owners to continue to enjoy 
their wetlands during their lifetime and ensure the properties protection after their death.  These 
mechanisms include; remainder interests, bequests and undivided interests.  These mechanisms are too 
complex to be dealt with in this Information Kit but you should ask an expert about these if you are 
interested in donating your wetland in the future.  Care should be exercised with these measures 
because any actions taken are permanent and irrevocable.  You should check with your taxation adviser 
to ensure eligibility and the value of any tax concessions available to you. 
 
Some examples: 

! A wetland owner donates a conservation covenant over their wetland (see Information Sheet 
#10) and they claim the lost land value resulting from the donation, from their income tax. 
 

! A wetland owner donates an area of remnant vegetation and wetland to a non-government 
organization (NGO).  In order to donate the wetland, the property owner must first subdivide 
the property.  They apply to subdivide and are granted a fast-tracked, fee free process.  The 
NGO enjoys a stamp duty exemption and so does not need to raise additional funds to 
transfer the property.  The previous owners deduct the value of the donation from their 
income tax over the next 5 years. 
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! A wetland owner wishes to protect their wetland into the future but would like to continue 
owning the property until their death.  The wetland owner can donate a remainder interest 
whereby they receive a tax deduction now but retain use of the property until death. 

 
Where to find out more: 
➥ Local and State/Territory government planning agencies, where relevant. 
➥ State/Territory government land and water management agencies to find out about any 

conservation covenant schemes. 
➥ Other bodies that accept conservation covenants such as the Victorian Trust for Nature, NSW 

Nature Conservation Trust and the National Trust in WA. 
➥ NGO such as the Australian Bush Heritage Fund, the Australian Wildlife Conservancy and 

Wetlands and Wildlife. 
 
What you need to find out: 
 

# What options are available for your wetland?   
# Which bodies may be interested in donation and which best meet your future vision?   
# What impact will a donation have on your future income? 
# What costs are involved in donating the conservation covenant or wetland? (including 

development application fees, stamp duty and other charges) 
# What options are available to reduce these charges and maximise the value of your 

donation? 
# How will a tax deduction affect you under different circumstances? 
# How would donation impact on your dependents and your family? 

 
Note: If you are interested in proceeding with a conservation covenant – see Information Sheet #10.   
 
 ********************************************************************************************* 

Case study #9:      Donation of a property to Wetlands and Wildlife 
 

Wetlands and Wildlife is a trust that owns wetlands for the purpose of conservation.  The Trust is 
eligible to receive tax deductible donations of land and other assets.   
 
Eligible wetlands:  
Wetlands and Wildlife’s goal is management of wetlands in perpetuity.  However, due to resource 
limitations all potential donations, or bequests, should be discussed with the organisation in advance.    
 
Permanency of protection:  
Donation of property is permanent.  Wetlands that are retained by Wetlands and Wildlife for 
conservation purposes will pass to an organisation with similar goals in the event of dissolution. 
 
Costs of donation:  
In donating a property, landowners should fully consider the financial implications to themselves and 
their dependents.   Donation may impose direct costs on the donor and recipient organisation.  Partial 
property donation may incur development application fees, surveyor’s charges and other costs.  In 
some cases the recipient organisation may be able to have some, or all fees waived, or obtain services at 
lower cost than the donor.  These options should be explored with the organisation in advance.   
 
Tax incentives for donation:  
The full value of any property donated (valued at more than $5,000) to an eligible organisation such as 
Wetlands and Wildlife can be deducted from an individual’s taxable income over a period of up to 5 
years.    
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Information Sheet #13 Selling your wetland 
 
Many wetland owners who would like to see their wetlands permanently protected cannot afford to 
donate them (see Information Sheet #12).  In some cases these wetlands may be purchased using 
government funds specifically allocated for such purposes, or by organizations willing to protect 
wetlands into the future.  Such funds are usually reserved for wetlands of high conservation value.    
 
Another option is that of so-called ‘bargain sale’ at a price less than full market value.  This allows the 
wetland owner to receive some income but also reduces the purchase price to the buyer.  The 
difference between the sale price and full market value is not currently tax deductible but may become 
so in the future.  This would provide an additional incentive for ‘bargain sales’.   
 
In other cases sales may be via revolving funds (see Case study #13 over).  Revolving funds buy or list 
properties with important conservation assets and sell them to buyers who want these types of 
properties.  In effect they act as a specialist real estate agent for important conservation lands.  In most 
cases revolving funds also attach a conservation covenant (see Information Sheet #10) to the wetland 
before resale to ensure protection in the long term.  Revolving funds are currently being established in 
most States/Territories. 
 
Some examples: 

! A wetland owner cannot afford to donate their wetland but wish to see it protected. A 
revolving fund purchases the property and places a conservation covenant over the wetland.   
 

! The owner of a wetland with conservation importance wishes to sell it.  A non-government 
organisation purchases the wetland with assistance from an appropriate source.  
 

! The owner of a wetland in Western Australia wishes to sell their wetland. Bush Brokers 
provides assistance.  Bush Brokers is a scheme being trailed in WA by WWF Australia, the Real 
Estate Institute of WA and the Soil and Land Conservation Commission that seeks to use 
market mechanisms to promote acquisition of private land for conservation purposes.   

 
Where to find out more: 
➥ Local and State/Territory government planning agencies, where relevant. 
➥ State/Territory government conservation, land and water management agencies. 
➥ Other bodies that accept conservation covenants such as the Victorian Trust for Nature, NSW 

Nature Conservation Trust and the National Trust in WA. 
➥ Non-government organisations such as the Australian Bush Heritage Fund, the Australian 

Wildlife Conservancy, Wetlands and Wildlife, Birds Australia and WWF Australia that may 
purchase wetlands. 

 
What you need to find out: 
 

# What options are available for your wetland?  Which bodies may be interested to purchase 
the wetland ?   

# What impact will the sale have on your future income? 
# What costs are involved in the sale ?  
# What options are available to reduce these charges and maximise the value of your sale ? 
# How will a tax deduction affect you under different circumstances? 
# How would sale impact on your dependents and your family? 
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Case study #10:  Purchase of Carnavon Station by the Australian Bush Heritage Fund 
 

The Australian Bush Heritage Fund purchased Carnarvon Station, a 59,000 hectare property in central 
Queensland in 2001.  The reserve contains four regionally ‘endangered’ ecosystems and many 
permanent springs with significant conservation values.  Over 2,000 (tax-deductible) donations and the 
support of the Commonwealth Government funded the purchase.  The Australian Bush Heritage Fund 
will manage the property in perpetuity. 
 
Eligible wetlands:  
The Australian Bush Heritage seeks to manage intact ecosystems wherever possible.  Wetlands are only 
likely to be considered where they are part of a larger intact ecosystem.  Only uniquely important 
wetlands can be acquired because of constraints to resources for acquiring and managing properties.   
 
Costs of a wetland sale:  
Partial property sales may incur development application fees, costs of surveying new property 
boundaries and other costs.  In some cases the purchasing organisation may be able to reduce these 
costs by having some, or all fees waived, or by obtaining services at a lower cost than the vendor. These 
options should be explored with the organisation in advance.   
 
Incentives for property sales:  
A variety of incentives exist to assist non-profit organizations such as the Australian Bush Heritage 
Fund to buy land for conservation.  These include tax mechanisms which encourage donations of 
money and property from the wider community; mechanisms to reduce the tax paid by the 
organisation; and monetary support from the Commonwealth Government to assist with the purchase 
of some properties.   
 
For many people the major incentive for considering a ‘bargain sale’ sale is the security of ongoing 
protection and management provided by sale to the Australian Bush Heritage Fund.  The difference 
between a ‘bargain’ sale price and the full value of a property is not currently tax deductible in Australia, 
however a bargain sale value may reduce Capital Gains Tax liability thus reducing the costs to the 
landowner. 
 
********************************************************************************************** 

Case study #11:  Revolving Funds  
 

A revolving fund is a fixed pool of funds dedicated towards purchasing properties with significant 
native habitat or cultural value. The fund then resells the land to conservation-minded people wishing 
to maintain these natural values.   
 
The advantage of a revolving fund is the ability to recycle the funds many times over as lands are 
progressively purchased and resold with a conservation covenant attached.  Such funds are found in 
most States and Territories.   
 
Eligible wetlands:  
Eligibility requirements are similar to those for conservation covenants (see Information Sheet #10).  
The land must be of sufficiently high conservation significance to be covenanted.   
 
Costs of a wetland sale:  
The costs associated with selling a wetland to a revolving fund or conservation organisation are 
identical.  See Case study #10 above.  
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Information Sheet #14  How do I find out more ? 
 
The preceding Information Sheets were designed to help you identify those incentive options 
which may be available to you as a private landholder in order to take steps to see your wetland 
managed for improved benefits, and long term sustainability.   
 
As was noted in some of the Information Sheets relating to specific incentive options, at 
present not all are operating in every local government area or within every State and Territory.  
However, don’t be disheartened.  If your preferred option is not available to you at present 
keep asking and trying to find a solution that suits you.  The organisations listed below are 
keen to see ways developed and introduced that can see wetlands used sustainably and wisely.  
At present the recognition of how valuable wetlands are has yet to be fully incorporated into 
public policy. But, it is coming and with your interest this may help to accelerate the process.   
 
What is important is that you decide on your vision for your wetland !  To do that you may 
need the help and advice of others and so, use the following information to contact those 
people and organisations should who have what you need.   
 
Some people and organisations that can help : 
 
Government contacts: 
 
[EA to provide the latest advice on this] 
 
Non-governmental organisations: 
 

• Australian Bush Heritage Fund 
Freecall: 1800 677101, Website:  www.bushheritage.org 
Email: info@bushheritage.asn.au 

 
• Australian Local Government Association 

Telephone: (02) 6281 1211, Website:  www.alga.com.au 
Email: alga@alga.coma.u 
 

• Australian Wildlife Conservancy 
Telephone: (08) 92260340, Website:  www.australianwildlife.org 
 

• Birds Australia 
Telephone: (03) 98822622, Website: www.birdsaustralia.com.au 
 

• Conservation Volunteers Australia 
Freecall 1800 032 501, Web site: www.conservationvolunteers.com.au 
  

• NSW Nature Conservation Trust 
• The National Trust WA 
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• Greening Australia 
National office -  Telephone:  (02) 62818585, Website: www.greeningaustralia.org.au 
Email:  general@greeningaustralia.org.au 
  

• Victorian Trust for Nature 
Freecall: 1800 999933, Website: www.tfn.org.au 
 

• WWF Australia 
Freecall: 1800 032551, Website: www.wwf.org.au 

 
• Wetland Care Australia 

National office - Telephone:  (08) 85823677  Web site: www.wetlandcare.com.au 
 
• Wetlands and Wildlife 

Freecall: 1800 635855  
 
 
People or organisations with specialised knowledge: 
 

• Environmental and Resource Economics – provides specialist advice on the 
economics of wetland use, including benefit cost analyses. 
Contact:  Jeff Bennett, Telephone: (02) 6236 8228. Email:  jeff.bennett@anu.edu.au 
 

• MainStream Environmental Consulting Pty Ltd – can offer specialist advice on the 
Ramsar Convention and how it is implemented in Australia, and the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.   
Contact:  Bill Phillips, Telephone: (02) 62817470, Email:  Bill.Phillips@bigpond.com 
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