s Celebrating 50 years of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands

Conven tion

Australian Government

Australia was one of the first countries to sign the Ramsar Convention, which aims to halt the worldwide loss of
wetlands and conserve those that remain. Australia designated the world’s first wetland of international importance
(Ramsar site) under the Convention — Cobourg Peninsula in the Northern Territory —in 1974.



Wetlands of international importance (Ramsar sites) in our external territories

Australia has an amazing diversity of wetlands. They include marshes, billabongs, rivers, lakes, coasts,
mangroves and coral reefs.
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