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DESCRIPTION OF ECOLOGICAL CHARACTER

Conceptual Model of
Gippsland Lakes Seagrass Beds

Critical Components

e important primary producers and support
) d periphyton communities and biological
functioning through detritus- based food webs. Several Sres
specie ol’éeagr sses occur in zones according to depth Critical Processes
Inflows affect water quality (nutrients/sediments)
and salinity levels through catchment run-off.
Critical Services (specifically supported by this model)

Intertidal and subtidal mudflats and sandflats occur
Batioatca ss beds and support aquatic invertebrates Tidal processes and range arg constrameq by rilwe narrow Seagrass beds support fish such as the larvae and adults
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communities that support waterbird feeding and usage of entrance to theseatoa Irn:!atilvely narrow intertidal zone. of commercial and recreational important species

the site. Marine inflows affect salinity levels. (black bream and dusky flathead).

Symbols couriesy of the Inlegralion and Application Network (ian umces. eduw/symbols/),
University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science

Figure 3-1 Conceptual model of Gippsland Lakes seagrass beds
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